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From the Rector
Rev. Matt Beeby

"When he arrived and saw what 
the grace of God had done, he 
was glad and encouraged them 
all to remain true to the Lord 
with all their hearts." (Acts 11:23)

In Acts chapter 11, the church 

was facing opposition and persecu-

tion. However, the early Christians 

were unwavering in their desire to 

preach the gospel, such that in Anti-

och, a “great number” of people were 

converted. And the church was 

growing. As news filtered through, 

the leaders of the church in Jeru-

salem sent Barnabas to Antioch to 

have a look at what was happening 

and to see how they could help. 

Barnabas therefore had the joy of 

seeing first-hand “what the grace of 
God had done.”

We've seen the grace of God at 

work recently at Saint James. For 

example, in our response to the sit-

uation in Ukraine. Prayer Central in 

March was especially moving. And 

with the help of Steve and Laurel 

Rodd (from The 11:00), Daf has mo-

bilised a group to welcome refugees 

as they arrive. Many of us have been 

praying, and giving generously. And 

we’re ready and waiting to do more.  

Closer to home, there is much 

to be thankful for in our church 

right now. For a start, the nights 

are lighter - which always feels like 

a ‘win’! But more significantly, we 

are glimpsing the green shoots of 

growth as the Holy Spirit does his 

work. COVID continues to be part of 

day-to-day life, but we are learning 

to live with it. And God is undoubt-

edly at work we gather together 

every Sunday.

In our Listening to Jesus sermon 

series in Jan/Feb, we were chal-

lenged by Jesus’ radical call to dis-

cipleship, whilst being reminded of 

God’s heart for the lost. Meanwhile, 

in Fulmer, people are enjoying this 

year’s series in The Gospel of Luke. 

During Lent we’ve been thinking 

about ‘spiritual disciplines’ in our 

Rhythms of Grace series. New terri-

tory for some of us, but healthy for 

us to think more fully about what it 

looks like to live as a disciple of Je-

sus in the 21st Century. 

And in A Better Story, we’ve been 

wrestling as a church with what the 

Bible has to say about gender, sex-

uality and relationships. I’ve been 

so encouraged by the response of 

those who’ve attended the sessions 

each week. The feedback has been 

overwhelmingly positive: both in 

terms of the teaching itself and also 

the atmosphere and the tone of the 

conversations that ensued. 

I’m also deeply challenged by 

the insights Ed Shaw shared with 

us in his session on ‘Inclusion.’ If 

we are to be a church where anyone 

is welcome, we must be willing to 

make the sacrifices that involves. 

Which means becoming more like 

Jesus, every day. 

Elsewhere, I know that Ross & 

Anna are loving seeing our teens 

and children engaging with the Bi-

ble. And there is a growing sense of 

community as people come back 

to church and friendships begin to 

form. In January, some of our teens 

went to ‘The Big Weekend’ where 

they joined in with a range of other 

churches for Bible teaching, wor-

ship and a load of fun. The plan is 

for an even bigger group, next year!

And in the ordinary day-to-

day, brothers & sisters in Christ 

are walking with each other in the 

brokenness of life in a fallen world. 

We’re learning what it is to love 

each other in difficult times.

All this is evidence of “the grace 
of God” in our church. So, let’s en-

courage one another to “remain true 
to the Lord” with all our hearts. 

...we are glimpsing the 
green shoots of growth 
as the Holy Spirit does 
his work.
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Editorial
Ross Mungavin
PASTOR | YOUTH 

C hrist is risen, He is risen in-

deed – Alleluia! 

These are the words we greeted 

each other with on Easter morn-

ing. And so, they seem like the right 

words to open issue 3 of Connect-
ed. In this issue we’re thinking all 

things resurrection, and you might 

notice some small tweaks to the 

format too, so watch out for those. 

There’s loads to get your teeth into. 

In Digging Deeper (our newly ti-

tled section focussing on growing 

our roots in the Bible, and getting 

our hearts closer to God) James 

will help us get into 1 Corinthians 

15, and how it helps us live out our 

faith. In an interview with Laurel 

Rodd (of The 11:00) we hear of her 

and her husband Steve’s work with 

Ukrainian refugees in Romania, 

and what we can do as a church 

to help. Connected to our A Better 
Story series, Daf writes about how 

the resurrection shapes our lives 

and ethics now as we wait for our 

resurrection in the future. We also 

have a book review from Grace 

Townsend and Abbie Lovewell - 

two of our young people! Our rec-

tor, Matt, writes about the situation 

in Ukraine to help us respond theo-
logically, as well as compassionately 

and practically. 

Then we also have Church Life – 

the new section which is about the 

life of our parish. In this section we 

have Fulmer Focus, an article from 

Jill telling us about Thursday Coffee 

and Chat, and how they are using 

that as an opportunity to put the 

Great Commission into practice. 

And we finish, as always, with 

another life story. In this issue it's 

Mary Long, one of our oldest mem-

bers, who tells us her story of smug-

gling Bibles into East Germany.

So, grab a coffee, settle in (or find 

a seat on the train!) and see how the 

Resurrection shapes our lives now. 
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ALL IN VAIN? 

What would make us give up on 

our faith? In what circumstances 

do we call it quits on Christianity? 

In what scenario do we give up give 

up meeting on a Sunday and take 

up a hobby instead? In what situ-

ation would we sell our buildings 

and create luxury flats? The apostle 

Paul gives us our answer in 1 Corin-

thians 15…  

If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has 
been raised.  And if Christ has not 
been raised, our preaching is use-
less and so is your faith.  

1 CORINTHIANS 15: 13-14

The historical, physical, real res-

urrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead is the linchpin on which our 

faith stands or falls. Stephen T. Um 

writes, “If Jesus Christ were not bodi-
ly raised from the grave, then Christi-
anity has nothing to say. No hope. No 
joy. No exhortation. No inspiration.” If 

he didn’t really rise from the dead, 

then it has all been in vain, and we 

may as well pack up and go home. 

If Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still 
in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are 
lost. If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied.

1 CORINTHIANS 15: 17-18 

If Jesus didn’t rise on Easter day, 

then Christians are the most pitiful 

group of people that ever existed. 

We have staked our life on a con-

man. Our faith is futile. Our sins are 

unforgiven. Our dead are lost for-

ever. We should eat, drink and be 

merry, for tomorrow we die.

THE MILLION-DOLLAR 
QUESTION

All this leaves us asking the mil-

lion-dollar question…. Did Jesus re-

ally rise from the dead? 

And it’s a question that leaves us 

without much grey area. New York 

Pastor Tim Keller says the resurrec-

tion is “the hinge upon which the story 
of the world pivots.” He continues, “If 
Jesus rose from the dead, then you have 
to accept all that he said; if he didn’t 

rise from the dead, then why worry 
about any of what he said?”

We are forced into an either/or. 

Either Jesus remains dead. In which 

case he was a liar, and we shouldn’t 

give him a second thought. Or Jesus 

is alive. He lives, and reigns now as 

Lord. And he deserves our full at-

tention.

But how do we decide? 

For what I received I passed on 
to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, that he was bur-
ied, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures, and 
that he appeared to Cephas, and 
then to the Twelve. After that, he ap-
peared to more than five hundred of 
the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep.

 1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-6

This is Paul’s summary of the 

good news he first preached to the 

Corinthian Church, and he gives 

us three wonderful reasons we can 

have confidence that our faith is 

not in vain. 

1. “Christ died according to the scrip-
tures”. From the place of his birth, 

down to the soldiers who crucified 

him casting lots for his clothing, Je-

sus fulfilled over one hundred Old 

Testament prophecies. Everything 

said about the Messiah came true in 

Jesus, including his resurrection, as 

predicted in Psalm 16.  

2. “He was buried… he was raised”. 
We are told that Jesus was buried 

in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, a 

wealthy member of the Jewish rul-

ing council. It’s a historical detail 

that could be investigated by the 

Corinthians. Further, the empty 

tomb was discovered by Jesus’ fe-

male followers. Their testimony 

wouldn’t have been considered 

valid in court in first-century Pal-

estine. Not the star witnesses you 

would choose for a hoax.

3. “He appeared to…” The cover up 

of the Watergate scandal hinged on 

twelve of the most powerful people 

in America maintaining a lie. They 

stood to gain a whole lot from keep-

ing their secret, but they couldn’t do 

it. Peter, the disciples and five-hun-

dred eyewitnesses saw the risen 

Jesus walking, talking, and eating 

with them. The Corinthians would 

know someone who had seen him. 

Those first eyewitness had noth-

ing to gain from maintaining the 

lie, and yet many of them became 

martyrs, defending the truth of the 

risen Christ.

THEREFORE STAND FIRM

1 Corinthians 15 begins and 

ends with the encouragement to 

stand firm.

“Now, brothers and sisters, I 
want to remind you of the gospel 
I preached to you, which you re-
ceived and on which you have tak-
en your stand. By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the 
word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain.”

1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-2

Therefore, my dear brothers 
and sisters, stand firm. Let noth-
ing move you. Always give your-
selves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your la-
bour in the Lord is not in vain.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

The wonderful, good news 

of Easter is the news of an emp-

ty tomb. Death was defeated. The 

grave couldn’t hold him. Jesus has 

made a way for our sins to be forgiv-

en. Jesus has made a way through 

death for us.

Therefore, Paul says, “stand 

firm”. Don’t move away from the 

gospel we first believed in. Don’t 

move away from the resurrection 

hope of Easter. If we do that. If we 

cling to the cross of Christ. Then 

all hardships, trials and labours we 

suffer in the name of Jesus will not 

be in vain. Because he is risen!       

JAMES FORWARD
Pastor | Mission

“If Jesus rose from the 
dead, then you have to 
accept all that he said..."

N O T  I N  VA I N 
1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 5
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T H E  U K R A I N E  C R I S I S
I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  L AU R E L  R O D D

A  CO N V E RSAT I O N  O N  H OW  TO  H E L P

A s we look at the situation in Ukraine it is right to ask the ques-

tion: ‘what can we do to help?’ As a church we have tried to re-

spond in three ways: pray, give, act. 
Praying for the people of Ukraine and all who are affected by the 

conflict. 

Giving to our Refugee Fund which supports the humanitarian 

needs of those caught up in, and fleeing the conflict in Ukraine. Primar-

ily this fund is to support refugee initiatives in neighbouring countries 

to Ukraine. In time it could also be used to support and partner with 

others supporting refugees as they arrive in the UK. 

Acting through a partnership with Welcome Churches, an organisa-

tion that has a strong history of partnering with and equipping church-

es to be proactively caring for refugees in their community. 

We are grateful to a small group, from within the church family, 

with particular experience of supporting refugees and humanitarian 

aid situations, who are planning and praying for the ways in which we 

can respond. 

Earlier in April, Daf had a conversation with someone from that 

support group, Laurel Rodd. This is what they talked about:

Daf: Laurel thank you for talking 

with us today. You and Steve started 

coming to St James in November.  

And one of the things that you have 

talked about with us is your experi-

ence with refugees in the past. Tell 

us a little bit about that.

Laurel: Yes, we had lived in Portugal 

before coming to England. While 

we were there we were involved 

with the Lisbon Project. The Lisbon 

Project was started by a young lady 

in our church at the time, Riverside 

International Church. They work 

with refugees in connection with 

the church. The building is the 

same building for both: one door is 

for the Lisbon project, one door is 

for the church. And they really see 

it and take it on as the ministry of 

their church.

Daf: Now as the rest of the world 

suddenly saw the situation devel-

oping in Ukraine, you and Steve 

saw a way in which you could help. 

As I understand it, you already had 

links to Bucharest in Romania? Tell 

us a little bit about how you and 

Steve responded.

Laurel: Yes so about 20 years ago, 

Steve and I had lived in Bucharest 

for a year. And we were discipling 

two different couples while we were 

there. And one of those couples 

reached out to us on the Sunday 

after the invasion. We asked them 

how they were doing and they said, 

“We're overwhelmed.” And we said, 

what can we do? They said, “Can 

you come?” And we thought, well, 

we can, we don't have kids at home 

anymore. Steve can work from 

wherever. So let's go. Let's just go 

and jump in. And so that's what we 

did!

We went for a week and got a ho-

tel close by where we could be com-

pletely independent. We wanted to 

be independent so they didn't have 

to take care of us. Our friends are 

hosting about 50 refugees in their 

office. They've turned the office 

into a dormitory and were serving 

mums and kids. What I mostly did 

was focus on just keeping the rooms 

clean, keeping sheets changed, try-

ing to keep those washers and dry-

ers going, and providing food. 

Steve and I, each day, we would 

go out to the local grocery store. 

And we would just fill trollies with 

as much food as we could fill and 

try to provide all the needs as they 

were feeding these 50 or so people. 

That was a big part of what we did. 

And then I would do just try to talk 

with the mums as much as I could, 

sometimes with translation. And 

I would play with the kids, there 

were a lot of kids. For the most part, 

they seemed to be just glad to be in 

a safe place. I would just try and 

sit and hold women’s hands and 

try and just communicate that I 

care, even though I didn't have the 

words to be able to speak to them. 

Steve spent most of his time 

driving around Bucharest, which 

is very challenging. But he would 

get calls with a photo of a family 

that he needed to go and find at the 

train station or at the bus station. 

And then he would bring them ei-

ther to the church shelter, or to the 

office shelter, which is where I was. 

We worked really long days. We 

were really glad that we could come 

in and give our Romanian friends 

a little bit of a breather, give them a 

little bit of encouragement and tell 

them what a great job they're doing.

Daf: I guess a lot of people hear that 

and they think: I want to get on the 

next plane to Bucharest! I want to 

help! We've seen the distressing pic-

tures of children and young mums 

coming over the borders with their 

possessions in carrier bags. What 

are some of the ways that you think 

we could be most effective as a 

church in helping?
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Unseen women of the Bible 

from Eden to Easter

Laurel: Firstly, in the body of Christ, 

we all can serve with each other. 

That is awesome! So I think that 

in this immediate crisis, just con-

tinuing to give to people who are 

on the ground, giving to the work 

of those in places like Bucharest. 

Work on the ground the church is 

doing there, and then other places 

where people are on the ground, 

caring for people. So that those in 

the surrounding nations aren’t hav-

ing to also worry about fundraising, 

so that their finances don’t run out 

and they have nothing left to go 

and buy the food and the things 

they need. So giving. Continuing 

to give graciously, overwhelming-

ly even, to this immediate crisis. 

Secondly, I think that the desire 

of the Ukrainian people, which I 

think is different than maybe other 

refugee situations, is that it seems 

the majority of them really want to 

go back home, they want to be in 

Ukraine. And so this idea of keep-

ing them local in countries that are 

bordering Ukraine seems really im-

portant. Again, because those coun-

tries are poor nations who don't 

have as much as the West, then they 

really need our support. They need 

resources from the West to help to 

be able to continue caring for the 

Ukrainians that are there over the 

longer term. For example, in Bucha-

rest they are working on creating 

containers that are like little living 

units to be able to continue to care 

for Ukrainian refugees in Romania 

and help them build a community 

there of Ukrainian speakers. 

Thirdly, obviously there will be 

some that will come to England. 

And so we need to be willing to 

host. But probably because Ger-

rards Cross might not be the best 

place for refugee families to settle 

in we need to be open as to what 

that looks like. It might be we can 

host by providing an apartment 

for them in Slough or other places 

that might be a little bit closer to 

where they can find work and other 

Ukrainian speakers. 

I think all three of those things 

are really important. And of course, 

for someone who really wants to 

roll up their sleeves and go, I'm sure 

that we could arrange that as well. 

But, again, it needs to be someone 

who is ready to just jump in and 

not be a burden in any way.

Daf: Laurel thank you so much for 

sharing with us. Those are really 

helpful things for us to know and 

be aware of. 

It is encouraging to hear about people in the church family serving 

with the gifts and opportunities God has given them. Please join us as 

we respond to this crisis.

Pray     www.saintjames.org.uk/pray-for-ukraine

We have put together some prayers for the situation in Ukraine 

for you to use and share with others: 

Give     www.saintjames.org.uk/ukraine

We heard from Laurel about the work we are supporting in 
Romania, to find out more about our partners in Prague and 
Moldova go to our website which also has details about how to 
contribute to the Refugee Fund: 

Act  office@saintjames.org.uk

We continue to monitor the situation in the UK, particularly as 
the government clarifies how refugees will be welcomed in the 
UK. For those who are in the process of sponsoring refugees or 
who would be interested in supporting others who are, please 
email us at office@saintjames.org.uk as we seek to coordinate 
our efforts. 

A re you inspired by coura-

geous, powerful women? Are 

you intrigued to know just what 

happened behind the scenes of 

strong men’s victories? Or are you 

simply looking for an unusual bib-

lical baby name? No matter what 

you call your kids, this book is for 

you!

Forty women, was originally 

planned as a Lenten blog, so it has 

reasonably short chapters. Perfect 

for anyone leading a busy life, or 

who finds reading an everyday 

struggle! The book consists of 40 

daily devotionals, chronologically 

going through the women of the 

bible, from Eve to Mary Magdalene; 

Eden to Easter. 

A chapter can be read each day 

through lent, giving you a chance to 

pause and reflect on God through 

the stories of each woman. And it 

continually reminds you of God’s 

goodness, grace and truth in the 

lead up to Easter. You can read it 

with a bible verse and relate it to 

God’s word, but each chapter makes 

perfect sense by itself, and context 

is always given.

Ros Clarke skilfully relates each 

woman’s unique story to a modern 

perspective. Each day a different 

character is explored, some very 

well-known, and some less so. This 

book is perfect for anyone, because 

each person can find something 

that connects with them. For in-

stance, Grace really connected with 

Esther’s teaching about true beauty, 

and Abbie felt strongly about Abi-

gail’s story of less-than-decent hus-

bands. 

At the end of each story, there 

are questions for reflection, which 

help you to review what you have 

just read and apply it to your life. In 

addition, there is a prayer relating 

to the topic, which can guide your 

daily conversations with God.

Forty Women shows a different 

perspective of the stories of the bi-

ble, and doesn’t sugar coat some 

of the atrocities particular wom-

en faced. For this reason, the book 

isn’t suited for younger readers, or 

for being read as a family. Whilst 

the book details the lives of wom-

en it isn’t aimed only at women, 

and men can learn a lot from it too. 

Though if you’re a keen camper 

like Abbie’s dad, take caution when 

reading Jael’s chapter! 

Overall, we thoroughly enjoyed 

this book, and it helped us to grow 

in our walk with God. We definitely 

recommend it!

Forty Women
BOOK REVIEW

by ROS CLARKE

BEN CLARK
Pastor | Maturity

ABBIE LOVEWELL AND  
GRACE TOWNSEND

Members of Saint James Youth
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S o sang Belinda Carlisle in 1987. 

A classic! Of course she was 

singing about romantic love, which 

our culture thinks is the highest 

and purest expression of love. But 

without realising it she was also 

singing about a principle that is at 

the heart of Christian ethics. The 

church is to be a taste of heaven on 

earth. The church being the family 

of people who follow Jesus. Not a 

building or an institution but a peo-

ple united by Christ. The church 

should be where people experience 

the love of God in tangible ways as 

they love one another.

The apostle Paul writes in 2 Cor-

inthians 5:

14For Christ’s love compels us, 
because we are convinced that one 
died for all, and therefore all died. 
15And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died 
for them and was raised again.

Paul and his team are driven 

by the love demonstrated by Jesus 

as he died for whoever believes 

– whatever their background, or 

behaviour. That love should trans-

form the lives of those who follow 

Jesus. We no longer live for our-

selves – but for Christ. That would 

be the primary motive in the mind 

of most Christians as they seek to 

make every decision in the light of 

the lordship of Christ. He has so 

loved me – I love him. The next two 

verses might be a bit of a surprise 

though.

16So from now on we regard no 
one from a worldly point of view. 
Though we once regarded Christ 
in this way, we do so no longer. 

Without Jesus’s resurrection this 

world is it. There is only this life and 

it makes sense to use all of our ef-

forts to do what we want. To get the 

most and the comfiest and the great-

est for me! Because we’re all simply 

human beings trying to make the 

best of what we’ve got. Paul says that 

even he once thought that Jesus was 

simply just another man like him. 

His death was an irrelevance to him.

But now he knows Jesus has 

died and been raised to life, all that 

has changed. 

17Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!

Jesus’ resurrection is like snow-

drops in spring. It is the first sign of 

the new life that God is going to give 

all his people after death. With Je-

sus the world without death starts. 

So when people follow Jesus. When 

their lives are bound to his by God. 

They become part of “the New crea-

tion”. That is the perfect world that 

God promises to bring in when Je-

sus returns to judge and rid earth of 

all sickness, sadness, suffering, sin 

and death. It’s the place most peo-

ple call heaven. 

We are certain that is our future 

after death – because Jesus rose to 

prove he’d conquered death. Else-

where in the Bible Christians are 

described as citizens of heaven. So 

we’re called to live the life of heaven 

on earth.

So to parody Belinda Carlisle…

They say in Heaven,  
loves comes first

We’ll try to live  
the life of heaven on earth.

We do that by loving others the 

way God loved us. Or, as the Lord Je-

sus said when asked to summarise 

the commandments:

MARK 12:30 Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ 
31The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than 
these.”

Now I don’t expect that the com-

mands to love God and neighbour 

would surprise anyone. But what 

Jesus says earlier in Mark 12 may 

raise a few eyebrows, because it 

means that Christians don’t believe 

that marriage is the highest expres-

sion of love on earth – the church is. 

In response to a question about 

marriage in the New Creation Jesus 

replies:

25When the dead rise, they 
will neither marry nor be given in 
marriage; they will be like the an-
gels in heaven.

In heaven the greatest expres-

sion and experience of love will 

be in our relationship with God 

through the Lord Jesus Christ. The 

Bible says earthly marriage is just a 

picture of that final heavenly mar-

riage, when Jesus is united forever 

to his bride, his people, the church. 

The way we love one another now, 

in the church, is a small taste of 

heaven here on earth. 

“Ooh, baby, do you know what that's worth? 
Ooh, Heaven is a place on Earth 

They say in Heaven, love comes first 
We'll make Heaven a place on Earth…”

DAF MEIRION-JONES
Pastor | Membership
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U krainian President Volody-

myr Zelensky is now a house-

hold name. Widely commended 

for his bold and courageous leader-

ship, he has been forced in to hid-

ing, but hasn’t lost his voice. Or his 

resolve. His speeches have rallied 

his countrymen in their hour of 

darkness, whilst confronting the 

rest of the world with the injustice 

of the Russian invasion. 

In his impassioned address to 

the EU Parliament, he declared: 

“Life will triumph over death, light will 
conquer darkness.” It was a message 

that captured the imagination of 

the world today. But it also speaks 

powerfully to the message of hope 

that we find in the resurrection of 

Jesus, 2000 years ago. 

As we watch the unfolding con-

flict in Ukraine, we’re appalled at 

the evil and violence being wrought 

upon innocent civilians. Amidst 

the piles of rubble and the endless 

shelling of apartment blocks, talk 

is already turning to the sicken-

ing first reports of war crimes. Our 

hearts cry out as we hear of the 

atrocities being committed. 

In addition to prayer, giving and a 
readiness to welcome refugees who may 
arrive amongst us, how should we re-
spond, theologically, to a crisis like this?

Well first, we must recognise 

the reality of evil. What is hap-

pening in Ukraine is a sobering re-

minder that as human beings, we 

have not ‘progressed’ as much as 
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we might like to think. Some would 

argue that science and technology 

have made the world a better place 

and that the progress of moder-

nity means we are more enlight-

ened now, than we were ‘back then’ 

(whenever that is) when we knew 

so little. 

But then one country invades 

another. And within weeks, 4 mil-

lion people have been forced from 

their homes, as refugees. It is, sure-

ly, another nail in the coffin of what 

CS Lewis called “chronological snob-
bery.” 1 As human beings we are sim-

ply not as ‘good’ as we want to think 

we are.

We must also point to the sov-

ereignty of God. After all, we draw 

great comfort from the Scriptures 

which tell us that God reigns su-

preme over all things. Psalm 2, for 

example assures that evil will not 

ultimately prevail. The living God 

“will dash to pieces like pottery” those 

who stand against him (Psalm 2:9). 

Justice will prevail. 

But we also make space for 

lament. If we run straight to God’s 

sovereignty in our response to suf-

fering, we can all too easily miss the 

call of the Scriptures which urges 

us to cry out to God. As a friend of 

mine said recently: “Take out lament 
and you will lose a large part of the 

book of Psalms.”2 He goes on to say: 

“The problem isn’t that we focus too 
much on [God’s] sovereignty, but that 
we focus too little on Biblical lament.” 

That may well be true. I wonder if 

we have something to learn here?

It's why the Easter story is still 

so powerful today. Not only does it 

promise new life and precious hope 

beyond the grave, it also invites us 

to walk through the great story of 

redemption that God has written 

for humanity. 

As we do that, we are forced to 

journey with Jesus through each 

episode, from the injustice of what 

takes place before the Sanhedrin, 

and the expediency of Pontius Pi-

late, through to the brutality of the 

cross itself, followed by the joy and 

the wonder of the empty tomb on 

that first Easter morning. 

Easter takes us through a cry of 

lament, to the promise of renewal. 

At the cross on Good Friday: we 

see death and destruction and the 

greatest act of evil ever committed 

by humankind. No wonder Jesus 

cried out: My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?

In the same way, we look at the 

war in Ukraine and our hearts cry 

out: why? Or in the words of King 

David: 

How long, LORD?  
Will you forget me forever?

How long will you hide  
your face from me?

How long must I wrestle  
with my thoughts

and day after day have  
sorrow in my heart?

How long will my  
enemy triumph over me?

PSALM 13:1-2

We must make time to lament. 

For the awful situation in Ukraine. 

For the millions affected by the 

wickedness of the Putin regime. 

But also, for anyone who is walk-

ing through the valley of suffering. 

Easter does not shield us from the 

reality of death and destruction. It 

is right, therefore to weep, to mourn 

and to ask: why?
But then, wonderfully, glorious-

ly, Easter takes us to the joy of new 

life. And the hope that comes with 

the empty tomb. In the sovereignty 

of God, and according to his great 

rescue plan, Jesus Christ was raised 

from the dead, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

We lament the death and de-

struction that we see at the cross. 

But we celebrate the resurrection, 

which proves that at the cross, Jesus 

accomplished what he set out to do. 

He triumphed over evil once and 

for all.

Tim Keller puts it like this: “His-
tory ends with the resurrection. Resur-
rection is complete restoration, but only 
after death and destruction. This avoids 
the unbalanced optimism but also the 
hopelessness of dystopianism.” 3

We must be wary of the ‘unbal-

anced optimism’ which says ‘don’t 

worry, God’s in charge it’ll all work 

out fine.’ Very rarely is that a pas-

torally helpful thing to say. Hence 

the need for lament. And the call to: 

“weep with those who weep.” (Romans 

12:15) 

But nor must we capitulate to 

the despair of ‘dystopianism.’ Death 

is not the final word. As Christians, 

we believe that one day Jesus Christ 

will “make all things new.” (Revela-

tion 21:5)

President Zelensky was right. 

Life really will triumph over death. 

Because 2000 years ago, that’s what 

happened when the stone was rolled 

away. But that is not to say that we 

won’t first have to deal with the aw-

ful effects of evil and suffering. 

Many of us already are. So, we 

trust in the sovereignty of God, but 

as we look at the evil and the suf-

fering that are all around us (and 

especially in Ukraine right now), 

we lament. “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) 

And so should we. But the story 

doesn’t end there. And so, through 

the tears, we look ahead to the new 

creation and that glorious day 

when everything is renewed.  
1  Quoted from Surprised by Joy, by C.S. Lewis.

2   7 Observations on the Crisis in Ukraine, by Andy 

Mason. https://co-mission.org/article/ 

7-observations-on-the-crisis-in-ukraine/

3   When Hope and History Rhyme, by Tim Keller. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/

when-hope-and-history-rhyme/

MATT BEEBY
Rector

Easter takes us through 
a cry of lament, to the 
promise of renewal. 

But we also make  
space for lament.
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It was a joy to bring and share with our church family on Maundy Thursday.

Over 100 people of all 
ages ate together.

Some Younger 
Youth girls enjoying 
the crafts (and 
craic!) at Reach.

I magine the smell of freshly 

ground coffee, the crunch of 

biscuits dunked for just the right 

amount of time, and the sound of 

small children playing and you’ll 

have some idea of what it is like 

to walk into Thursday Coffee and 

Chat. I’d love to take the chance, in 

this first Fulmer Focus – to let you 

know what it is all about. 

Thursday Coffee & Chat is an ini-

tiative that began several years ago. A 

small team of Fulmer congregation 

members were keen for our small 

village church to build relationships 

with the families and carers of chil-

dren at Fulmer Infants School and 

the Beehive Nursery. The vision be-

hind this was to offer a space in the 

week where parents, grandparents 

and carers could come along with 

their pre-schoolers after the morn-

ing school run, to have a chat over a 

cup of hot, great coffee or a steaming 

mug of tea, and of course juice and 

biscuits which were much preferred 

by little ones.

Since I became the pastor for Ful-

mer in 2016, I’ve seen existing and 

new relationships building between 

the Thursday C&C team and mums, 

dads, grandparents and carers. Bear-

ing the love of Christ it’s been an op-

portunity to give a listening ear and 

to pray for those who’ve been strug-

gling in some way and to share the 

gospel. Who doesn’t need a listen-

ing ear and a kind word from time 

to time, and a prayer for particular 

life issues (especially parents) in this 

day and age? 

We also have fun together. Last 

Christmas we held a craft making 

event led by women from St James 

Gerrards Cross. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to hear a testimony of 

coming to faith and the Christmas 

message as well as make beautiful 

eco-friendly Christmas gifts. 

This year, we’ve offered two oth-

er exciting events. In January, Ross 

and Emma Mungavin were brave 

enough to face a session on ‘Kids 

Ask Tough questions’. It was great 

to hear the questions presented by 

parents from their children, such as 

‘Why and how did God create the 

world?’, ‘Why did God make peo-

ple?’ and ‘Who created God?’ This 

session resulted in 3 mums coming 

along to our first ever Thursday Cof-

fee & Chat Hope Explored Course 

a couple of weeks later to find out 

more about the Christian faith, and 

find answers for themselves.

As the Christmas Event was a 

great success, we offered the spe-

cial Easter Celebrations event with 

a demonstration by our in-house 

chocolatier followed by an East-

er message and further Easter 

craft-making by adults and children 

with lots of chat in our specially cre-

ated space in Fulmer.

There is so much more we can do 

in getting alongside families from 

the school and nursery and Fulmer 

village. Jesus called all believers to 

follow Him and be fishers of peo-

ple (Mark 1:16-20). In Fulmer we 

believe we have been called to bless 

and serve the people of Fulmer as we 

purposely live out and tell others the 

good news of Jesus Christ.

Come along and see for your-

self what God is doing amongst us. 

Bring a fishing net just in case! 

Thursday  
Coffee & Chat

Fulmer 
Focus

JILL ROTH
Pastor | Fulmer
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Life Story
More Precious Than Gold
An interview about the faith and life of Mary Long

in every syllable. Especially the 

second half of verse one: God is a 
very present help in times of trouble. 

It was the same with the words of 

the communion service. They were 

as comfortable for Mary as a pair of 

slippers, and I found her frequent-

ly joining in with the prayers and 

responses, even though she didn’t 

have a prayer book in front of her. 

I asked Mary when she became 

a Christian. She told me that her 

mother was a Christian, and she 

had grown up going to church and 

saying her prayers every night be-

fore bed. However, she used to envy 

her friends who didn’t have to go 

to church on a Sunday. She said “I 

used to think ‘they manage without 

going along, why can’t we?” 

But one night, after her mother 

had tucked her into bed, and read 

the Bible with her, Mary had a sud-

den realisation. She suddenly sat 

bolt upright in bed and thought 

“yes! He really is alive!” and lay 

down to sleep again with a won-

derful assurance that Jesus was 

her friend, and that she really was 

a Christian. 

Mary met her husband Denys 

at a freshers dance in Cambridge. 

The Christian Union knew that lots 

of new students would be arriving, 

and wanted to help them settle into 

college life in a safe environment. 

It was actually Mary’s sister who 

danced with him first during a ‘Paul 

Jones’ (Mary had to explain to me 

what that is!) and who brought him 

over to introduce him to her. Denys 

said afterwards that he felt it was as 

though he heard a voice saying “the 

girl you’re about to meet is the one 

you will marry.” And that was right 

– they married six months later in 

Mary’s family church in Old Town 

in Beaconsfield. 

We talked about what had sus-

tained Mary’s faith all these years. 

She was grateful to the church fami-

lies she had belonged to throughout 

her life, but there was one answer 

she kept coming back to. “If you read 
you Bible every day it’ll help you on your 
way – the best book to read is the Bi-
ble!” Mary remembered singing that 

song as a young Christian, and its 

simple wisdom has stayed with her. 

“If you don’t read your Bible your 

day becomes empty and barren, it’s 

like there’s no point to it.” 

Now that Mary is housebound, 

she says that she feels limited in 

how useful she can be to the church, 

“but I can pray!” she said “Prayer is 

wonderful – I can watch people out 

the window and pray for them, and 

I can pray for all the young people 

in our church, that the Lord would 

use them in his mission. And be-

cause no-one can hear me I can say 

what I like to the Lord!” 

I assured her that prayer is the 

most useful thing we can do for 

our young people, because it’s a 

hard world to grow up in today as 

a young Christian. “Yes” she said, 

“lots of young people are too busy 

to think about Jesus these days. My 

grandchildren say “we know we 

ought to believe, but we’re too busy. 

I pray for them every day.” 

Being the youth pastor for our 

church, I couldn’t resist asking 

Mary what she would say to the 

young people if she had the chance. 

“I’d want them to know what people 

have gone through for Jesus” she 

said, “the price they had to pay to be 

a Christian – and how it was worth 

it!” I asked if she would say a bit 

more about that, and she told me 

about her missionary work in East-

ern Europe during the cold war. 

Mary and her husband Denys 

had heard of Christians living be-

hind the iron curtain in East Ger-

many. They had no access to Bi-

bles, and gathering was prohibited. 

They felt they’d like to help. So they 

contacted a mission agency to ask 

what they could do and were told 

that they wouldn’t get through the 

Berlin wall if they were associated 

with Christian mission – but if they 

went as private individuals they 

just might. 

So Mary and Denys would pack 

their car with Bibles. They’d hide 

them in luggage, under the seats, in 

the roof rack: anywhere they could 

fit them in! And they would cross 

from West to East Germany. Mary 

said “there was a long corridor be-

tween East Germany and West Ger-

many, and the watched your car very 

carefully in between. The men at the 

border would always ask us ‘Have 

you anything to declare?’ and we 

thought, ‘well, books aren’t anything 

to declare’ so we always said ‘no!’ 

There was one trip though when the 

guards asked to search the car and 

we thought the game was up. We 

looked at each other and held our 

breath. But when they looked in the 

boot, and in our suitcases they said 

there was nothing there! We didn’t 

know whether to laugh or cry!” 

“When we would arrive in East 

Germany, and meet the Christians 

there, they were so grateful for 

the Bibles. ‘This is like gold!’ they 

would say. We really felt that we 

were serving God and helping peo-

ple who couldn’t help themselves. 

We never took any Bibles out with 

us. It was too important for them 

to stay in East Germany. When we 

got safely back across the border we 

would go to a car park with our con-

tacts and have a time of rejoicing, 

with much hugging and singing 

God’s praise because he had cov-

ered us with his protection.” 

Psalm 19 says that the word of 

God is “more precious than gold, 

sweeter than honey from the 

comb.” For Mary, this is true. And 

it is the foundation of her faith in 

Jesus. It is what has sustained her 

all these years, and what gives her 

hope for the future. 

I recently had the privilege of vis-

iting Mary Long, an older mem-

ber of our congregation (96!) who 

can’t come out to church anymore 

because of her health. As I arrived 

and was setting out the bread and 

the wine for us to share commun-

ion together she said, with tears in 

her eyes, “oh it’s just wonderful to 

receive communion again – I miss 

coming to church so much.” That 

tells us something of her faithful-

ness, and desire to know the Lord. 

And so we’re delighted that in this 

edition of Life Story we’re hearing 

about how Mary came to know 

Jesus, and has trusted in him her 

whole life. 

We began by reading Psalm 

46 together, she lit up when I told 

her it would be this one. And she 

mouthed along with the words as 

I said them, and sat with her eyes 

closed as though trying to drink 

ROSS MUNGAVIN
Pastor | Youth 
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A Better Story was a wonderful time to think through some big issues, 
many commented on how much they appreciated the tone of the events.

Ed Shaw helped us to 
think about what it 
would mean for us to 
become a more biblically 
inclusive church.

Our Children’s Pastor, 
Anna Barrett, explains 
that the curtain in the 

temple being torn means 
that everyone is invited 

in to God’s kingdom, 
through Jesus.

At Saint James we are one church with  
four Sunday services. We’d love to  
welcome you at any of them! 

Sunday 
Gatherings

Gerrards Cross 
9:15am  
A more traditional service with choir  
and organ. Children’s groups available for 
age 0–11. 

11am 
A contemporary family service.  
Children’s and youth groups for age 0–14. 

5:30pm 
An informal, contemporary service. 
Children’s and youth groups for age 8–14, 
with a group for older youth (14–18s)  
after the service.

Fulmer 
8am 
A service of Holy Communion from the 
Book of Common Prayer (second and 
fourth Sundays of the month).

11:15am 
A more traditional service with organ  
and choir. 

SEE YOU ON SUNDAY! 
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WEEKEND AWAY ADVERT

The Saint James 
Weekend

Friday 1 July - Sunday 3 July
at Ashburnham Place, Battle, East Sussex

Arrive from 4pm on Friday, Leave at 3pm on Sunday

To book, or for more information, 
scan the QR code...

QUESTIONS

Tamar’s life was turned upside down when her parents were 
attacked, and her father killed, on a missionary journey 

behind the Iron Curtain. Did she still believe in a good God? 
And how could she forgive the men who did this?   

Forgiveness. how?
12 May

Join us for an evening with Tamar Pollard. We will enjoy a light 
dinner together before Tamar shares her story and helps us to 

think through big questions of forgiveness. 
B O O K  T I C K E TS  AT

saintjames.org.uk/big-questions

Tamar Pollard is the Families Worker at Grace Community Church 
in Bedford. As a twenty-year-old, following the attack, she had to 
think through the big questions of life in a personal way. She now 
has an amazing story to tell of grace, forgiveness and reconciliation.   

https://www.saintjames.org.uk/easter-2021/big-questions/


You are warmly invited to this month’s Friendship 
Lunches on the 12th and 16th of May. 

At the Saint James Centre, Gerrards Cross. 
From 12:15–12:30 until 2:00pm.

If you have any questions about attending, please contact 

Brian Horne  |  01753 884 722  |  briangdh64@gmail.com
or 

Janice Buchanan  |  01753 886 969  |  janice.buchanan2@btinternet.com

8:45–10:00am  during term-time

more info   
saintjames.org.uk/fulmer  •  office@saintjames.org.uk  •  01753 883 311

Thursday  
Coffee & Chat

Saint James Fulmer warmly invites you to:

9:30–11am
Wednesday’s 

during term time

There will be playing, chatting, 
craft, singing and short stories 
from the bible for parents and 

children aged 0-3 years. 

£3 per family, includes 
refreshments.

SIGN UP ONLINE  
saintjames.org.uk/tinytots

Ministry Team
Revd Matt Beeby
RECTOR 
matt.beeby@saintjames.org.uk

Revd James Forward
PASTOR | MISSION 
james.forward@saintjames.org.uk

Revd Daf Meirion-Jones
PASTOR | MEMBERSHIP 
daf.meirion-jones@saintjames.org.uk

Revd Ben Clarke
PASTOR | MATURITY 
ben.clarke@saintjames.org.uk

Anna Barrett
PASTOR | CHILDREN 
anna.barrett@saintjames.org.uk

Revd Ross Mungavin
PASTOR | YOUTH 
ross.mungavin@saintjames.org.uk

Revd Jill Roth
PASTOR | FULMER 
jill.roth@saintjames.org.uk

Operations Team
Mark Nicholas
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 
mark.nicholas@saintjames.org.uk

Simi Gill
MINISTRY CO-ORDINATOR 
simi.gill@saintjames.org.uk

Rachel McCarthy
PA TO MATT BEEBY 
rachel.mccarthy@saintjames.org.uk

Tara Purcell
MINISTRY CO-ORDINATOR 
tara.purcell@saintjames.org.uk

Hazel Robinson
FINANCE OFFICER 
hazel.robinson@saintjames.org.uk

Kirsty Diers
CATERING MANAGER 
kirsty.diers@saintjames.org.uk

www.saintjames.org.uk   •   info@saintjames.org.uk   •   01753 883 311
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Dates for your diary
May
MON 9   Connect starts 

THU 12   Forgiveness How? 

SAT 14   Football Club Awards Ceremony 

SUN 22  GX Fun Run 

  Confirmation Preparation starts

MON 23  Marriage MOT Evening 

SUN 29  Church Lunch with the Tichys 

June 
WED 1   Prayer Central 

MON 6   Friendship Lunch 

  Parents Forum 

SUN 12   Confirmations with  
Bishop Tim Wambunya 

July
FRI 1-3  The Saint James Weekend Away  

WED 6   Prayer Central 

FRI 8   End of Term Youth BBQ 

THU 14   Friendship Lunch 

SUN 17   Church Lunch with the Schluters 

Some of the above may be subject to change.  
For the latest info and full details on everything at Saint James please visit saintjames.org.uk
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